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"l'm Jack Brady. I hear youïe been hoking

Íor me. I got a minute, and you got some que*
Íions, I galher pu never got to talk 1o Ja*son
Elias. lÍ it's allthe same, llltalk now and you can

ask yor quelions laler.
-As 

Íar as I can makë out, rïs're all in a bt ol
ilouble, The more I learn aboutthe sihraiisn, he
scareder I gel When I spilled the beans b
Jackson Etias, I figured peopb wouH read his

book ard do something about tti$ cult, Sorry he

ended up thal way-you guys friends 0l his? Àll

the same, ldid warn him, and ldidnt hold nolhing

ba*. l'm waming you guys, too: *n aIt Sayt Íor

keep, Or maybe mugs like you already know

thal," (He laugh§.)

'lllefl, right Írom the start I kew that Hoger's

niggergirlwas touble, She was as tsugh as lhey

come, and she had him around her finger. He

must have knovn she was trouble, too, because

the more he saw her, the npre crazy dreams he

had. I thought it was great when he wanted lo go

lo Egypt-hatU be the erd of her, xe, and

things wouH get back to normal. I liked lhe guy,

and lowed him a lot.

'ïl seemed Íor a while tnt everything umuld

rmcrk cut. London was a lot oÍ Íun, but once we

got to Cairo, Boger staÍted having dreams again

about meeting a god, ard crap like that. But now

he wasn't drinking, and lha giil wasnt arouM,

and lhe gentlemen Boger had asked along sErt-

ed actiry nuttier than Roger did, and so I said to

myselÍ, trouble is somewhere up the road.'

"After I paid Faraz Najir for his junk, Roger

spent some time with it. He wenl oÍf tfte deep

snd. Thore was a black kind oÍ hea*and-shoul-

der statue lhat hed stare at for hours. And there

was a map that he'd study and strdy, like a nor-

mal guy would cheek out a beauliful dame. He

started telling me that we couH meet the god as

soon as he destroyed the eye and opened the
palh.

That hotshot Dr. Huston sfuuld have talked

Roger down, bul tre only encouraged him. So lhe
Íirst night hat we were up he Nib at Dhashur,

Roger snuck out and dimbed up te Hed

Pyramid. Any ol you guys ever climbed a pyra-

mid? ïheyïe steepl Boger started up that $b like

a monkey. Never looked back or hesitated once,

which prwed to r€ Íhat the por bugger was

absolutely crazy. Bul I Íollowed him up.'{He
lzughs againJ "lwas crazy, too.

"For aboul two thirds ol the way up the Red

Sramid, you just climb up and wer bíg blocks,

sort oÍ like something sone dumb kid euld make

by pilirE up a million great big construclion

Hocks. ïhe pyramid builders filled in all fte gapo

with nice smooilr s1one, but lhen later people

stole fiat nice stone Írom around the bottom 0Í
tle pyramid-the high stufÍ was too hard to grab,

ard they couldnï finish the job. Well, Hoger

ziffi righl up this paÍi, t00, with me still behind,
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my eyes bu§ing out cause I could baely Íind

handholds t0 keepfrom bouncing down fie whole

damn pfamid.
'There's a liile Ílal place at the lip oÍ the

pyramid. Men Hoger reached the flat place, he
put on some kind oÍ robe and slailed making

weird sounds, as though he had flipped Íor good.

But then there was a hell of an exphsion with all

kinds ol Íunny ecfioes and s$eams wilh it, and a

big red flash oÍ light. blbll, I lay there for a minute

until it seemed saÍe to g0 on, He looked al me

and said, 'The eye is gone, Jack Now we can be

god§.'

lÀrell, that was just Foger talh you know, but

beside him there was a big patc,h Íipped Íight out

oÍ the stone, and it looked Íresh. When I went

back the next day, the patch had been filled in,

as though ihe pyramkl had repaired itself. But

near the base oÍ the pyramid, I Íound part of a

rocir which losked like it could have been in that
patch originally, and it had this sígn 0n it," (Brady

sketóes a mysterious-looking sign; this is the

strange symbolwhlch appears in light grey to the

top right oÍ this handoul..)
.Now 

I know v*hat it s/a§-its slÍong magic

kept evil things away Írom us, and Roger deliber-

atety broke its powu.

'Two days later, Íhe whde gang-Penhew

Roger, Huston, and Patly-gave me the slip and

disapeared in the Bent PyÍamid Some oÍ the

messenger boys went 1o find lhem, and they

came out shrieking that the pyramid had ealen

the Íespected sdentists, woe, woe, we. Bingo,

the workers run in a[ direc'tions! ïhe whole d§
was dseded, In fve minutes $e o{y person leÍt

in the whole area ultas me. ttllell, lwenl in, Sure

enough, nobody was inside. I was wonied.

"But, a long time hter, oul come all the mls-
ing people Írom the pyramid. Foger says they d

beff Ío EgL,pt,lothe red EgptAnd hatwas
aboul the mosl sensíble thing he saíd. Penhew

looked like he had lost about five years. And Palty

and Huslon both seemed somehow changed,

Nobody would eSain where lieyd been, and

nobody cared that aÍÈr ttpt it was hard to hire

workmen.

"AÍler that, rvhen lU wake up in the nights, the

rest 0Í the gang would be talkirq creepy lingo like

ld never heard before. ïhen one evening Boger

said that he was going to show me lhe power oÍ

what lhey0 leaíned. We $€nt out inlo fie desert

wifi a passel ol Arab§. Every@, slaned scïeants

ing weird words and songs, and Penhew beat the

drum ftat we got Írom Najir. Vtlhen creahlres §art-
ed ffining out 0t the ground and eatirE the Arabs,

and Roger and tm ofiers slaied laughing, why I

took my lëave, as they say, and went on a real toot

Hoger found me the next day, and wamed me thal

I'd betler change my atitude. Well, I owed the kid,

ard I wouHnt desert him, bul alter trat I started

thinking real good.

.Then 
we went lo Kenya, and Roger Íilled

me in dudng the trip. We had Íound a tue god,

he said, ryho wouH rule the Earth, and we

vyould rule with lhal god, Íor we were the ch+
sen ol lhe gmd. ïhe god had picked us to open

the wayÍor his return. And there was enough in

what they said-and in what I saw-to make

m0 listen. Every week, Penhew seemed a little
youngeÍ and a litfle lirrelier. PatS was sick a ht.
Vlíe were going to leave Nahobi Írom some
place in the mountains uhere there was no

rivel no railway, n0 telqraph, no polhe, and

nobody who looked Íriendly. I Íigured that Jack

Brady wouldnl live very long there, so I made

§ome aran§enents. on the last night, in

Nairobi, I drugged Roger, kyped the cash box {it
was all Roger's rnrney, anyway), and got me

and them aboard an unscheduled deadhead

Íreighl to Mombasa,

"Later I Íead that my guess ïrtlas right The

n€yíspapërs sÉid a lot oÍ people died, but

Penhear, Huston and Patty Maslers werent
amrng ltrcm.

'Anyuay, my aÍÍangements went 0Íf without

a hitch-that happens when you think small and

cary a lol of cash. Wlen we got to Mombasa,

wë g0Í ofi beÍore the causeway and tound a

fisherman who was willing h g0 h Zanzibar Íor

a Íew dollars, From thare we hopped a coastal

trader t0 Durban, and in Durban we dyed our

hair, got some decent c{othes, and sailed Íor

Perth.

"Now, on the train to Mombasa, Boger got

s0ms slëep, and he seemed to wake up a dif-

Íerent person. I guees that being away lrom lhe
inÍluence oÍ those other p€ople l€l him return to

his old selL l hld him we were in a lot oí lrou-

He, and that ws needed to hide out, and

reminded him about the Arabs being killed in

Egrypt, and the god stuÍ|, and so on, and he

could remember it all right, although it dÍdn1

seem very imp0rtant, somehow. But he under-

stood the logic oÍ the siluation. AÍter a week or
so, trough, his nighlmàres started, and he

began to go oí the deep end. He was beginning

to realize some oÍ the things he had done.
.lwas 

in Shanghai while Iwas in the

Marines, and I had a Íair number oÍ Íriends here,

By lhe time our ship put inh Hong Kong, Roger

couH go no hrther. He began shrieking at shad-

ows and everything that moved. So I put him in

a sanitarium there-l had to use up most of the

remaining money to get him settled. Then I went

on to Shanghai, belielng that I'd never again

see any member bul Rog€Í oÍ that damned

expeditlon,

'So I thought, until I looked through naval
glasses at a certain yach[ and saw Sir Aubrey

Penhew preening on the deck otlhe Dark

Mishess*
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