Nele & Tim in Japan

6-26 mei 2009


Planning Reis Japan Mei 2009
Blog: www.bloggen.be\neleentiminjapan
Dag 1 (6mei) Brussel - Tokyo
Dag 2 (7mei) aankomst Tokyo (overnachting=ok)
Dag 3 (8mei)Tokyo (overnachting=ok)
Dag 4 (9mei)Tokyo, excursie per trein naar Kamakura (overnachting=ok)
Dag 5 (10mei)Tokyo  (overnachting=ok)
Na de vlucht naar Tokyo heb je enkele dagen de tijd om te acclimatiseren. Tokyo ligt aan de oostkant van Honshu, het grootste eiland van Japan, aan de Tokyo-wan baai. Natuurlijk kun je je direct in het bruisende stadsleven storten en kennismaken met deze drukke stad met zijn vele facetten. Je kunt je echter hier ook ontspannen aan het azuurblauwe water van de Pacific of in één van de vele parken, die als oases midden in Tokyo liggen. 

Het beroemde stadsdeel Ginza is zeker een bezoek waard. Met zijn bruisende zakencentrum en dure winkels is Ginza het symbool van het economische succesverhaal van Azië. Vooral de wijken Akihabara en Shinjuku tonen het succes van Japan als producent van moderne auto’s, elektronica en fotoapparatuur. Hier zijn dan ook ‘s werelds nieuwste elektronische snufjes te koop. In de wijk Shibuya vind je vele grote warenhuizen en trendy winkels gericht op de hippe jeugd van Japan en Harajuku staat bekend om zijn chique international modewinkels. Even verwijderd van alle dure winkels en grote doorgangswegen zie je houten huizen, herbergen en tempels. 

Knowing Tokyo through Walking
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A big city Tokyo can be experienced and seen within as short a time as 3 hours if you follow the model course introduced below. In addition, as this is a walking course, it is always free of charge! 

In the middle of Tokyo, the Imperial Palace is located with a peripheral road that is a little over 5 km in length. Even with detours, it would not be any longer than 7 km, enabling you to enjoy a very pleasant walk. In the Palace Garden, you will see various historic spots associated with the Edo Castle, and deep greens make you forget you are in the midst of a city. The Palace is surrounded by a moat of rich water. You will be amazed at the spaciousness and cleanliness of Higashi Gyoen (East Park) and Kitanomaru-koen Park. Both are open to the public and admission is free. It usually takes well over an hour to walk through Higashi Gyoen, but the quiet and beauty makes it well worth doing. 
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The tour starts with the Nijubashi Bridge, which is the symbol of the Imperial Palace. Walking counter-clockwise facing the bridge in front, you will reach Kasumigaseki, an administrative district, and the National Diet Building, which is the center of politics. Next, you will pass exclusive residential areas including Koji-machi and Ban-cho, followed by Chidori-ga-fuchi (Northwest of the Imperial Palace), onwards to the National Museum of Art. After going down the slope of Kudan, you encounter the lively town of Kanda. The office town of Marunouchi follows the crowded town of Kanda, and this completes a round trip tour of central Tokyo that has offered various scenes. Joggers and walkers also love the peripheral road of the Imperial Palace. With its seasonal flowers, Tokyo Tower, skyscrapers and historic building, you will certainly have interesting experiences as well.
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Between the 35th and 36th floor, the highest point of the Marunouchi Building, called "Marubiru", is an atrium. Admission is free and it is only 10-minute walk from the Palace. The diversity of Tokyo can be felt, with the skyscrapers of Shiodome area visible on the left along with the Rainbow Bridge, and the Imperial Palace visible on the right. The night view is gorgeous from the observation room of the Metropolitan Government Building located in Shinjuku. It is open until 23:00 to view the city from a height of 202 m, and admission is also free. In winter, closely observed, Mt. Fuji can be often seen, giving a magnificent outlook. Another popular observation room, also free of charge, is that of the Bunkyo Civic Center (105 m, 25th floor). It is kept dark in the room and has inclined windows to prohibit reflections that could impair the otherwise clear night views. 

Een bezoek aan de grootste vismarkt ter wereld is een enorme belevenis. Je ziet er vissoorten die je nog nooit gezien hebt. 

· Harajuku

Harajuku is de place to be voor de hippe, modebewuste Japanse jongeren. De bekendste straat in deze buurt tussen Shinjuku en Shibuya is Omotesando, een brede laan met tal van luxewinkels 

· Keizerlijk Paleis

Het reusachtige Keizerlijk Paleis werd in 1590 gebouwd in opdracht van Ieyasu, de eerste Togukawa-shogun. In de eeuwen erna groeide het uit tot het grootste paleis ter wereld. Het binnenhof van het paleis is slechts 

· Meiji-heiligdom

Het Meiji Jingu of het keizerlijk heiligdom, in traditionele Shinto-stijl, werd in 1920 gebouwd ter ere van keizer Meiji. De keizer, die regeerde van 1867 tot 1912, en zijn vrouw, Keizerin Shoken, liggen er begraven. De ... 

· de tempel Asakusa Kannon, 

· Toren van Tokyo.

Vanuit Tokyo maken we een dagexcursie naar Kamakura, in de 13e eeuw de keizerlijke hoofdstad van Japan. Kamakura ligt aan de azuurblauwe Grote Oceaan en wordt aan de andere drie zijden omgeven door beboste heuvels. In Kamakura mag je het grote bronzen boeddhabeeld in het 13e eeuwse Tsurugaoka-heiligdom niet missen. Naast dit indrukwekkende beeld staat Kamakura vol met grote en kleine Zen-tempels, die vaak gelegen zijn in tuinen of sfeervolle parken met grote ceders. De architectuur ademt hier de sfeer van lang vervlogen tijden. Tevens tref je in Kamakura goede voorbeelden aan van de bijzondere Japanse tuinarchitectuur.

Je kunt een facultatieve excursie maken naar de populaire stad Nikko, gelegen op 150 km ten noordoosten van Tokyo. De stad is omgeven door het nationale park Nikko. Hier vind je schitterende natuur met bergen, groene wouden, meren en watervallen, welke de bouwmeesters in de afgelopen 1200 jaar inspireerden tot het vervaardigen van schitterende tempels en heiligdommen. 
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“There are many ways to see Tokyo s It s a huga metropolis fisthand tha pu of ona of the world's most bustig cles.
witha popuation ofneary 12 millon whar oldar tradidons and  Given heren are several recommanded walking tours of Tokyo.
newer fashions have been Itaracting armenlously for four cen- Ifyou wish more declled inormation on each of the paces of
wuris. One of the most recommendable ways, however, ks to  Interest, please fee free to contact JNTO's Tourit nformation
Venture forth nto the streets on your own 50 that you miy el Cantar.

IMPERIAL PALICE AND KITANOMARU PARK.

Like many Tokyokes Including marathon fovers, you can enjoy the Imperta Pasca's abundant ratural beauty, massive stone walls and
quiet moats. You will be casly reminded of apar’s earler feudal imes.
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15 min 5 min Smin 30 mi.aeng the mast 15 min nide Pk 15 i,
1 Chidoriguchi fre &

Smin
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[image: image6.png]® - @ Higashi Gyoen (). or the Esst Garden of the
Imperial Paace, 3 53:cre chssical garden which was once
the st of the grea donjon of Edo Caste, feaures some
250000 trees icluding representatve prefectural tres, a
small museum, several historkcal monuments and a small
Japanese-styl garden. Oper: 9:00-16:30 (-16:00 Nov—Feb).
(17:00 Apr. 15-Aug). Closed: Mon. . open when Mon.
s on  ratonal holday and cosed the folowing day except
Dec. 23, Dec. 264an3 and the days o Imperil ceremony.
Admission: Frea. Sannomaru Shozokan (SRIT=0)3
RAER) Inthe Garden disply to the general publc 2 portin
o the roughly 7000 plece of art works trat were donated
by the Emperor In June 1985 For more Information:
apdiwwwkurakcho g fpleindechar

@ Kitanomaru Parl (£31/28) 1s n exensive wried gr-
den with a path running through I fFom Kihanebashimon
Gata. On the east sde of the pathare Nippon Budokan Hal.,
Sclence Museum and National Museum of Modern Art, and
on the west |  cster of tree growing around a pond.

(® Scllence Museum (F42if). 3 fve-story bulding, hous-
e three-dimensioral displys of @i coverin al llds of
modem sclance rangig from space sclence to agriculture.
Open: :30-16:50 (entar by 1600). Closed: year-end & New
Year's holday. Admisson: ¥600.

@ Nippon Budokan Hall (H3:tA). bult In the anclent
Japanese architecural style for the Tokyo Ofympics, has
been used for vakous sports meets and other avents.

© Chidorigaluchi () s known for the beauty of s
cherry bossoms i springand or s efoyable boatng n the
pond. Boat servie: Mar. I-Nov. 30, 11:00-1630 (-17:30,
Apr. 1-Sep. 30). Clsed: Mon". Renal row boat: ¥500 (V800
uring cherry blossom's season) for 30 min.

@ Crafts Gallery, The National Museum of Modern Art,
Tokyo (SRR L3 - THE). dsplays 20h concry
pantings. prines, sculptures and other art worls. Th red-
brick bulding was orginaly the headuarters of he Impertal
Guard and Is today an Important Cultural Propercy.
Operc 00-17:00. Closd: Mon* and Dec. 294an. | and the
ays or change of exhibidons. Admision: ¥200.

@ Art Museum, The National Museum of Modern Art,
“Tokyo (SERETIIAER - R4, dsplays arc works of
the 20th cenary. Open: 10:00-17:00 (2000 on Fridays).
Closed: Mon* and Dec. 29-fan | and the days fo change of
extibiions. Admisson: ¥420 For more Information:
wwwmomat o plenglih!

Mon*: When Monday fals on a rational holday, s open and s
closed on the ollowing .
Note Veors are sl requied t aeer the museum 30 min bfore
cesg
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@ Jomyoin Templo (#:h) I n old temple noted for s
84,000 Jz0" (Bodhisatta) stone images serensly snding n
the quiet compound. Open: 700-17.00 dal (-1630 in win-
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4min |
@ Kiyomiay Kamondo Hall

B Yushima Tenjin Shrine’

"2 Jomyain Temple ) Kanel Templa-—4) Tokyo Natioal Museum.- - & Natoral Museum of Nature and Scienca

"% Satue of Takamor Sago

8 Yushima Sa. (Subway Chiyoda Ling)
tor) Admisson: Fres.

@ Kan-olji Temple (main hall) (R3%). used to be the
most mportan: Buddhist cantar In Edo (od Tokyo) durig
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the Tokugawa regn. Besides the main hall wiich 5ol exit,
there were 36 hls nd towers and 36 subsidary templs cn
the vast grounds which now form Ueno-Onshi Park. (3)
Kiyomiau Kannondo Hal. Open: 00-17:00 daly. Adrision
Free) and (@ the FiveStory Pagoda) are also reminders o
16 former grandeur.
Tolkyo National Museum (3 RE:i84f) Is the
okdet rmuseum In apan wth over 110,000 obfects assocted
with Japanese and Far Eastern ancient and mediewl art
Oper: 9301700 (1800 on Sat. Sun & ratoral holdays
In'Apr.-Sep; ~20:00 on Fri. during special exhibiton
periods In Apr—Dec) Closad: Mon* and Dec. 284an. |
Adrmision: ¥600 For mre normatrs v iamgolpien
® National Museum of Nature and Science (%184
18) s evoted to both universal and apanesescendc acheve-
mens and phenomena. Oper: $:00-17:00 (-20:00 on Fri.
Clsec: Mon* and Dec. 28-an. | Adrmisiors ¥600.
For more Informaton: hzp www kafaku gopleglsh
® Ueno Zoo (L) has the grexest collecion of some
2800 animalsof 505 speies rom all ver the vorid I consis
oftwo pars, Higsicn and Nish-en, whichare comneced by a
300 m monoraline Open: 330-1700 (atar by 16:00). Closed:
Mon* and Dec. 29-an 1. Admision: ¥600
® Toshogu Shrine (¥5RE). bulk n the 176h cantury. dedr-
cated to Tokugawa leyasu, the founder of the Tokugava
Shogurate. s archtectural sty presents a deghil harmo-
ny of brilnt colors with symmetical nes and anges. The

®

tone-Magged approsch o the frontgxte o the shia I Ined
on ke side with hundreds oftll bronzs lanterns, which
Ware the gifs of faudal lods. Open: daly %:00-sunset.
Admision: ¥200.

© Bronze Statue of Takamorl Saigo (SR, 363 m
hgh, s the most belovad of Tolgoltes. General Saigo
(1827-1877).then a stafl offer of the Impertlt orces,
sved Edo from treatened dovasaton in the batle of 1868
whichled o the fl o he Tokugava regm.

@ Shinobazu Pond (3. Jusk below the il cn the 200
property. s a sancuaryfor ducks and other vatarfow and &
oted fo K ltus fowers n August.

@ The Shitamachi Museur (FRTRL{E#4). here you can
520 what the paopl’sIvs were I I “ShtamachL” 2 com-
moners’ town, i the carly 20ch canury. Opere 930~ 1630,
Closed: Mon year-and and New Year's hodsy. Admisson:
¥i00,

© Yushima Tenin Shrine GBB#).have boen founded In
the 146ncantury i notedfo the many plm trees doting 15
srounds. Enshrined here Is Michizane Sugawara, 3 greac
scholr of the Sth century. Durkg the sprig @xaminaton
scson, he shrine s thronged by student praying for thelr
success n the entrance examinations. Open: €00-2000
aly. Admision: Foe.

Mon: When Maruey s on 2 natorl hldy K apanand s cosed

oo the folowing dy . 5 pen

Not Viors e reqired t ncr th useum 30 i blore s

THE ASAKUSA AREL 1

“This walking course enabls you to catch a gimpse of the
unique Ife-style of the common folk of Tokyo's “downtown”
area whre the “old Edo" sl xists and things are stesped I
traditon. Asakusa Is 2 disrc lying on tha banks of the Sumida

Smin
D Asikusa S (Subway Ginza or Toel Asakusa Line) -2 Kamibarimon Gate and the Nakamise-dort Arcade--

River t the aast of Ueno, with Asakusa Kannon Templ as s
focal poln. It formad one of the lrgast downtown amusement
centars n the city with a rge rumber of movie houses, theters
and other pleasure failie, I addiion o numarous restaurants.

3min
3 Dembon

2min 1 min 1omin. 10min
Temple- ) Sensol Temple (Asakusa Kannon Temple)™"..® Asaasa shrina - Hanayashiks

10min  min, 10min.
@ Songen Shine -~ Matsuchiyama Shoden Temple ~-~® Sumida Park... - Asakusa S

(£49 correspond to those on the map on page 4/10.



[image: image8.png]@ Sensoji Temple (%), or more popularly known as
Asakusa Kannon Templ, Is named afer the Kannon or
‘Goddess of Marcy to whom the tall mai hall s dedicatad.
“This tample s said o have been founded I the 7th century
by three fshermen, who discoverad I thel nts one day 3
tiny mage of Kannon only 5 cm In hight. Tha imposing main
Fal, Sensoji Hondo (£34%), (Open daly 600-17:00
(Apr—Sop), 630-17:00 (OctMar), Admission: Free), Is
approached by the S-m-wide, 140-m-long Nakamisedort
Arcade ({481 ). 2 paved promenade, extending from
@ Kaminarimon Gate (8F4) with s huge red ncem and
the wooden images of the Thunder and Wind Gods to
Hozomon Gate (£AIPY) or Treasure-house Gate. The
promerade forms a colorful avenue of smal shops and scals
seling everything rom kimono and Jspanese wigs o trad-
oral candy. Wit ther bighly colorad dacorations and un-
form structure, thesa shops present a very pituresque S,
espechlly at ight. To the right of the Kannondo stands
Nitenmon Gate, an entrance to () Asakusa Shrine (S

#), or more popularly Sanja-sama (li. three shrines), bullt by
order of the third Tokugawa Shogun in memory of the three
fshermen. Sanja Matsurt Festval of the shrina, annualy held
My s very popular.

@ Demboin Temple (). sluated to the west of
Nakamise-dort Arcade, contalns Sensoll Temple's chief
abbors IMig quarters. You need a permission to enter,

® Hanayashiki (L &) s a small amusement park for
young people. Open 1000-17:00, 18:00, 19:00 or 21:00.
Closad: Tue. Adnmission: ¥900 fo aduls.

@ Sengen Shrine (834 I notad or the Pottad Phnc Fair
held i s May & e Jun

® Matsuchiyama Shoden Temple ({43LuE) Is noted
for the Imaga of the Kannon Goddess sanding on the ighc
side of the approach. Open dally 600-16:30 (Apr.—Sep).
630-16:30 (Oct—Mar), Admission: Free.

@ Sumida Park @A), a grand rerside park, contains a
gmrasim and tenns courts.
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“Tourist Information in Asakusa Culture & Sightseeing Center: Open daily 10:00-17:00.




[image: image10.png]Other Places of Interest:
‘Sumida River Cruke (Batwsen Asiusa ind Hinode Plr or  Kappabashi Dogugakdor Ava.: Stret with ots of whole-
Hama Ry Grden nr R Hamatsicho Sa) il shops sch s Kkchanware,(0d samples made of wix and
Time requirc: 40 min, One-wsy fare ¥760 to Hiode Plr,  hellke
¥72010 the Garden Departssimostsvery 40 min
Contact TOKYO Cruse Shp Co. LTD.

035733481201 0120977311 G301730)
For mora nformtion: hupiwww.uljobus.co.plenglish
ndectemi

Tokyo’s 3 Big Festivals

Kanda Matsuri Festival of Kanda Myoin Shrine: Held on the weskend closest to May 15 (is reglr festhal day) in
every odd-numbered yaar. Dozens of Mikosh! (porable shrns) are paraded i the naghboring ar of the shrine. A g
a ceramony s aiso fered.

Sanja Matsurl Festival of Asakusa Shrine: Hld for 3 days over the 3rd weskand n May. Neary 100 Mikosi (porable
hrins) arade through the srects of the Asakusa Dsrct. Mary other tradtonal encertanments ira o parformed.

Sanno Festival of Hie Shrine: Mdun I sven-numbarcd yers. This fstval festres 3 procassion of MKoshl (poriable
shrins)through the busy tretssround the Alasaa Dbt
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Antique & Flea Markets In Tokyo

AtTogo Shrine Hours: 1stSun.ofaxch month, 500-15:0.
Accass: 3:min wak fom Harafkus S on R Yamanota Lineor Sin. vak from Meljigu-mse Sa.on Subvay
CiyotaLina
At Nogi Shrne. ours: 3nd S, oo xcapeNow. rom o s
Accass: 1.min walk from Nogizaka Sa.on Subway Chyoda Lne
At Gokokui Temple sl e
Hours: 2nd Sat. ofech mnth, 700-1690,
Accass: 1.min walk from Gokola Sa. on Subvay Yurskucho Lina
AtAral Yakushi Temple
Hours. Antique Markets: It Sun. o Fe — Dec. and 2nd Sun of an. dawn to dusk. (Templ festl or En-
i 8, 166, 28 day of xch monh, rom arcund 1000 t dusk)
Accass: 5.min walk from Arayakushaa Sa.on Salbu Shiruku Ling o 15 min walk from & Nakino Sc.
At Myohofl Temple
Hours: Every 2nd and 3rdSun ofexch month, 700-160.
Acces. 15 min walk from HigudKoen 5a. Subvay MarurouchiLne
AtHanazono Shrine
Hours: Every Su. fom dawn t dusk.
Accass: 5.min walk from Skl sanchoma Sta. on Subway Maruncuchior Tos! Shiruku Lie.
At Tomloka Hachimangu Shrine
Hours: IS¢ Sun. (except ), 2d S ofeachmonth fom dawn t0 usk.
Accass: 3.min wak from Moraen Nakacho S or Kib S on Subvay Tzl L.
‘Oedo Antiques Falr (dout 250 dates. Onaof th lrget opa-alr markets i Japar)
Hours: Every I8 3rd S of aach month, 200-1400
Accass: |.min walk from Yurskicho Sta.on . Yamanota Line o Subvay Yurskucho Lne
'Add: . Tokyo nernationlForum, 351, Marunouch, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo.
Tok 03.3605.1093103.544.2157 (axocutive committs)
URL i madisico plosio-soieindexirt
Ml Park Super Jumbo Flea Market
Hours: Pleas chec the homepage. (etp:iwww.orakaranet)
Accass: 7:min valkfrom R Sehdagaa S, or §mi. wakk fFom Kokurku-Kyogho S on Subway Osdo Lne
'Ad: . Kasumigaakecho, SRk, Tokyo.
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© Orartimon Sa. (Subway Toal Mita Line) @ NHK Broadaast Musaum

§ Acagoshrine ..~ ® Okura Shukolan Museum

o4 min,

@) ARKC Hils (Ark Mor Bldg. ANA Hotal, Suntory Hal)

® RoppongIta. (subway Hiblya Lne Subway Oado Line) s

@ Roppong Hils

 Natioral Art Center, Tokyo -

0 Tokyo Midiown -

2 Roppong!Sta.or Nogzaka Sa. (Subway Chiyoda Ine)
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@ Zojop Temple (4.:4) vas formerty the famiy tampie o the
Tolagavas. The red-acquared two-story Man Gate bult in
1605, I Included among the nation's “Imporant Cufural
Propertes” Open: Dally 600-1700. Admisson: Free. For
mors information: hxp/www zojo orplenfindex i

@ Tokyo Tower (K577 —), a 333igh Independent steel
ower, s both a telcasting and n enrtanment canar, housig
Varous exhibition hals,shops and restaurants. A grand view of
tha entra cly of Tokyo and Tokyo Bay can be obtaned from
the observaton pladorms. Open: Daly $00-22:00. Admisson:
¥820 1 the 150-m-gh Man Obsarvatory; an acdidonal ¥00
o the 250-m-hgh Specl bsanatory. On the Ist foor s an
aquarium (¥1,000), and on the 3rd floor I a wax museum
4500). For more Information: hzpdww.tokyo tower.coJpl
33orefniengindextem

© Atago Shrine (RE#t), origraly founded n 1603 and rebult
In 1958, vl surprisa you due t It taep st climb up Atago
HIl which wil eave you breatiess. Open: Hours changes by
Seasons. Admission: Frea.

@ ARK Hills (77 1), an area with skyscrapers such as
Arc Mor Bidg, and ANA Hotl. Suntory Hall (concert fal) s
locatad i ths businss center as well.

® Roppong (549%), contred In the Roppong! inersacin, ks 2
Cown cataring espachlly to the young and scventrous. Snack.
shops and bars e open It the wes hours, drawig many ighc
owis.

@ Roppongl Hils (oK 1), Roppong! Hils provides a bg
salo of ontertahments of ar, food,fshon,cnemas, ac. Sce
I¢has 2 wecoming ammosphers or any nadnalty, mary people
gt togather from various counries. Roppong Hils Tours vl
e you t0 3 geat view of Tokyo cy, th technology of rch-
tacture and many fncy restaurants and shops, Toho Cinamas,
Arena and Garden (Tours: ¥1.500 or mor). For more iforma-
on:hpiwww opponghils comen/

 The National Art Conter, Tokyo (REZSHiH), has the
largest 0l exhbiion space In Japan. Contins 3 ungue muse-
um shop whar you @in fnd sowenirs rom Tokyo. Oper
10:00-18:00 (2000 on Fri). Closed: Tue., Dec. 29-jan. 3.




[image: image12.png]® Okura Shukolkan Museum (A7) located next to the  Admission: Determined for each exhibiton.

Hotal Okura, has acolcton offhears and cratsof arly agan _ For more iforation: htgwwinactpl
and other Asan countries Oper: 10.00-16:30 (antar by 1600, 1) Tokyo Midkown (8073 K #'9.).Isa composit urban -
Closact Mon., and year-and & New Year's hollday. Admssio ict with sores, restaurant, oflas, hotas and museu, also
800 (or th reguar exhbion) comprise ichgreenery In s park and garcen.

For mora formation: hxpAwvww okyo-midtawn.com!
SHIBUTA'S KOEN-DORI 1O MEUT SHRINE AREA

7

Shrine

From Shibuya's Koen-dori to Malji Shrine
Shibuya and Harajuu combine t form one of Tokyo' most fashorabl diricts, taming with boudques and restaurants, and favored

by younger Tokyos.

7min

- @ Entrance to Koen-dor (Pak Strest) -
S min 15 min

" Yoyog Sports Cantar-—-. ® Yoyog Park.
L




[image: image13.png]@ Tepeo Electric Encrgy Museum (&%), ntroduces the
macaism of power gencraton nd power tramsn, o
acivy of dacricy i  cey and houscholds, and tc. You
Wil k0 oy vt of cance Bborstory and the arace
ons such a5 theter games. Open: 1000-18:00. Closed
Wed f Wednesday s on s bl 15 open and b cosed
onthe olowing . Admisort Frea
Koendorl (3. origating whers the brorae saue
o the fthl dog Chuken Hachiko sands, n font of the
Hachko-gueh Ext of by Sation, s on o Tokyo's most
ishorabl srecs Ined on khr sde W boutues and
appoaing restaurancs and ofton frequanted by youngr
oot dresed moro caaly.
“Tobacco and Salt Museum (£ = LS O18%R). facing
Parco Buldng acros the steet. exhbis s and docu
mans rohcg o smoking and kI s aso known fo K
1 collction ofuky 06 voodblck pries n wich tobscco
ccesoresao dopictad. Open: 10001560 (ar by 1730
Closed: Mon and Dac. 29-Jan 3. Admission: ¥100. For
more nformtlon; g <o, Cultraimuseun!
Wecomate
 NHK Broadcast Center (NHKifi> 5 ), 3 23tory
buldig, & omplta with moder programming prodocton
i, Incuding 3 computar canar 3 naws contar and &
atlite rammision conrolcanar. Studio Park on e
51 2nd 41 floors s open o the pube, 1000-18:00 (et
by 170 Closed 3 Mon'* o sach momth axcope Avg &
Dec. and . 25-31. Admislos ¥200.
® NHK Hall (1 1), located next (o the Broadcase
Conter. 53 ulpurpose audtorum desghed for operaper-
formance,concrt nd therinds o publ perorminces.

©

®

@ Yoyogl Sports Center (Wirft AR, adicent o the
fark, was one of the three major staging arems for the
Oympic Games. Here ae two huge itr-moder strucures,
the Natinal Indoor Stadium that can accommodate 15000
spectators for swimming and ding evencs. and Its Annex.
ousing abaskebal court wthaseatig capacky of 4000.

® Yoyogi Park (ft4KAH). the former site of Tokyo
Olympic Vilage, s 2 quiet thickly-wooded park with 2 wid

bird sancruary. a chidren's playground and a cycing course.

Mefiingu Shrine (4 #3), sanding n an extensve k-

y-wooded parkiand, Is dedcated to Emparor Mefl and hs

consort The sancary s a patulrly fie example of Shinto
architacture. Open daly from dawn to sunset. Admission:

Free. Th Trezsure exfiblton behind the shrine coniains

objects associated with the Emperor. Oper: 9:00-1600

(Nov.-tMar), 900-1630 (Apr-Oct. Plesse enter 30 min

before the dosing tme. Admisson: ¥500.

For more nformation: htp/www.meljingu.or plenglsh!

index el

® Ota Memorial Museum of Art (AEHE2S i) exbls
the collection by M. Selzo Ota of woodbloc prins. Open:
16:30-17:30 ente by 17:00). Closed: Mon*, 27t to the end
of every month and Dec.|1-an2. Admissior: ¥700 or mora.
For more Information: prwwikiyoe o muse plenglh.
et

@) Takeshita-dor (f38V). energetc street ned with mary
boutues, coe shops and resaurans. “New teerage fsh-
lons” orighate here and aiways atract a great many young
boys and g who can b seen vaking ko tis street g
Icocream o crepes i the typical “Haraar” stye

®

To save tme and monay, se one of e folowing ive pasas.

for chldren (6-12 years o).

ehldren (6-12 years okd).

yarold.

1,580 for aduls, ¥790 for chidren (6-12 years ok).

IR One-Day Train Pass In Tokyo “Tokyo Metropolitan District Pass” (Tokunal Free Pass /)
T pass b valk for ulimited ravel or one ey on ah . ralInes running wihin th cy's 23 wards.Price ¥730 for aduts, 4360

Common One-day Ticket Metro and Toel Subway (R % 11 - S8 T# 38— BRH)
“This pass Is vald for unlimited travel for on day on all Tokyo Metro and Toal subway fnes. Pric ¥1,000 for aduls, ¥500 for

Tokyo Metro Subways One-Day Open Ticket (ichinichi Josha Ken % h0— Ef8s)
“The pass ks ald for unlimiad travel for one day on all Tokyo Metro subway lnes. Price: ¥710 for aduls, ¥360 for chikdren (6-12

IR Train, Subway & Bus One-Day Pass (Tokyo Free Kippu 337U —# o3
Valld for unimited travel for one day on allof Tokyo's R tralns (wichin 23 wards). all subways, streetcars and chy buses. Price

PASSNET (A common fare card for private rallways In the Tokyo metropolitan area /€% 1)
Prepald cards (wlued at : ¥1,000, ¥3,000, ¥5,000) ca b uscd a5 a stored fare system that neworks amost all raeays In the
Tokyo metropoltan area excopt the Japan Ralways (). By puttin the card through an automated wicket, whe you et on and
oft,the fare for a user 12 years old and above ks automaticaly deductad rom the card.

One-Day Travel Pass for Toel Network (ichinichi Josha Ken 1 - /5% - 88 T#— R %)
‘One-Day pass for Tool streetcars, Toal buses and Tool Subway lies. Price: ¥700 for aduls, ¥350 fo chidren (6-12 years old).
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Shijuku Is 2 fst developlng shopping and amusement qur-  cating and driking. West Shijuku, on the other hand, s xcep-
tar, and I ome of Tokyo's rgest commuter terminals. There are tlona for stroling along wide boulevards and Tokyo-wawing
thrae Shinjukus; South, East and West. Busting South & East  from the topsof the scarig skyscrapers.

Stinuks 1 2 haaven fo shapping. paople-watching, movie-goln,

-1 correspond to those on the map on page /10.

1 min 2min 10min
D Shinju-Gyosnmas St. (Subway Marunouch Ling) ... 2 Shinuku Gyosn National Garden . 3 Talof Tempia. %
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@ Shinjucs Gyoen National Garden (3. ormary he
ropery o the Impera Family & now one of Toyo's rgest
v most populr arks fo stroling or sdmirr the foverig
shrubs and folaga Hight of the yar ae thechery bossoms
In Ap.and the mapke ks  Autamn, Opa: 990-1630 (entar
by 1600). losec Mon Dec254in3 Admisson: 200,

e shirkugyoen gofpenglstienghh dex

® Taisoh Templo (K574, 534 t hav boen foundad 1648,
houses the brgest wooden st I Tokyo of Yama (nma) o
e King o Hel. Operc 590-11:00. Admisic Free.

® Sushirote (K%, vany tatar, offers cssalaneran
mencty soryakrs.

© Hanazono Shrine TER##1) revered by Tokugava, s oted
for ks grand “Tarbo-hr Fa el cn th “Cocc Day” (urar
alndar)of Nov. at whh eky bamboo rakes decoraad with
ket re s, Admisiore Free

TOKYO WALKS

® Shinjulcs Promenade Park (A5 HARREOR). 1
eadsids promerade ark & a bl fagzed pavemant nd on
both sides with numarous traes and forms an “cas” n the
idst of s bustingarea.

© Kabukicho (BT & an amusement dsrc r he young
and adverurous,pcked withmay ctaries,brs, gume ctrs
and movehouses

© Submade (7~ ), acandng fr four odk, s a under-
ground fashicraesree aboundg with hops of s Kincs.

© StinjukrsSkyscraper @M 1) 5. e of kranod-
e ighrisa bulings from 25 t 55 stois 1 haght Soma ara
moden hocls and others are offca buldings the upper foors
of which contain 3 rumber o restaurants eauring superb
Views. Ona of these 15 the Tokyo Matropolitan
‘Government Bidg. (g5 ks cbseratory on th 45th
foor (202 m) i opan t th p. [North obsarvatory] Open:

Paceo/10

30:2300 (enter by 22:30), Closed: 2nd and 4th Mondays
(open when Monday s on a rairal holay and closed the
folowing day). Dec. 29:31 and Jan. 23 [South obsenatory]
Open: 9:30-17:30 (enter by 17:00), Closed: Ist and 3rd
Tuesdays (open when Tussday fall on 2 raconal holday and
cosad the ollowing day). Dec. 29:31 and an. 2:3. Admision:
Free, Tek 03.5320.7890

For more Informatcn: hep:/ww metro okyo JUENGLISH!
THGIobsenachm

10 The Shinjuku Sta. South Exit Area (FRENT U 7):
Taashimaya Times Squara Is ight I front of the Naw South
Bl of Shijulu Sation. The Shijk Souchern Terrace s oca-
ad on the opposta ide of Talashimaya Times Square. The
promenade i Ined wihfashcrabls shops and resaurans.

Mon: When Monday als on a rational holday, I s open and s closed on the ollowing day.
Notz Viitors re required to entar the musaum 30 min. befora closing.

RINKAT_FUKUTOSHI] 1

(3 Tokyo Water Scince Muscum.
® Tokyo Pore Museum

Smin
2™ © Odabakahin Park -

o,

@ National Museum of Emerging Scence and Innovation
20min

1) Rainbow Bridge



[image: image16.png]@ Tokyo Big Sight (HFE » 741 1) s an axhbiton hal
With unique Impressie desgn, A vrkty of avent ke pace,
rom business exhibiions t rock concerts. Thera are 2o
restaurants and an obsaratory. The opening hours may
chango depending on th evert.

@ The Tolyo Water Science Museum (SISO
£8) 152 reservoir i acrual se. The sre varicus naresting
bis nd 3 30-mi. tour i apanes, such 2 how watar s
sakly diributed. Open 9:30-1700 (ntar by 16:30) Closad:
Mon*and Dec 28 an 4 Admison: Frea

® Palette Town (/L 152 Is a complex of esure
cits. Vanus Fort offers 160 of shops and rescaurants n
the chsscal Halan stmosphera Mega Web s  showase rang:
Ingrom vagecrs o racing cars presntad by TOYOTA.

® Mega Web (777 7). Palete Town, | Aomi, Kotork,
Toiyo.

The Toyora Cry Showease pavion with the various types of
Toyor ars and atractions. You can seecta car and taste
aiva & In 13 kn drhing course, Resenation 1 requied in

advance, Tel: (0070)800-489-000 or 03-3599.0809
(11:00-18:00 apanese only).

Charges: ¥300 or more (depending on atiractions). Open:
11:00- 2000 or 2100, For more Informatlon: hpwwwme
v gripEngls

® Tokyo Port Museum (3% & £ ). located on the
20thfloor of Aomi Fronte Eidg. exhibls panls, scae mod-
s, reflecions showing the connection between Tokyo Port
and Rial-ukutoshin. Open: $:30-17:30 (enter by 17:00)
Closed: Mon*. Dec. 28-fan. 4. Admisior: 200,

@ National Museum of Emerging Science and
Innovation (F 4#4%5%3£18). ncknamed “MeSct”cpened In
Juy 2001. Here, vitors can experience the atst develop-
ments Inscence and technology by hands-on exb,partc-
Ipating n various events, and meeting sclentits and
technicins. Open: 10:00-17.00 (enter by 16:30). Closec:
Tue. (except school hollday seasons), Dec. 26-Jan. I.
Admission: ¥500 (19 years old and over), ¥200 (1 to 18
years old). For more Informaton: e iwvw miralkanscgo.




[image: image17.png]plindex_eham!

® Museum of Maritime Science (HOFS8) provides 2
Vakable learning experience t all viskors through docu-
ments. videos. simulations and other displays. Open:
10:00-1700 (1800 Sat. Sun. rational holdays and n sum-
mer). Closed: Mon. Dec28-Jan.1. Admisson: ¥700 (adut),
400 (chldre).

® Fuji Television (7575 L ), dominating the Odala sky-
i, features It unique architecture designed by Kenzo
Tange. Viskors can enjoy pancramic views of Tokyo from
the observatory and gec a bahind the scenes ook at the mak-
Ing of TV programs on the fth loor promenade. Oper:
10:00-2000. (enter by 19:00) Closed: Mon.* Admission:
¥500. For more Information: hzpfwww futv.cojp/index.
ol

® Odalbakalhin Pari (4 &7 5/ s especkll popu-
o in Odalta area. It s very pleasnt o take 2 walk with e

- ====n

TOURIST INFORMATION }

10811, Tekyo Kot Katkan Hdg, 2-10-1, Yrshucho, Chvoda-

"Tel(03/3201.3331
9.00-17.00; Open sl ear s (Orly ekephens sense e
swslsble co Jan 1)

Toliyo Tourist Information Centers (Tokyo Metropalan
Governmenty

Tolyo Mesopoltan Government Bulding Head Office
Qlain Bidg No-1, 1P "o 0350212077
S'50.18.35 Closd o besrend & New Yeus by

Haneds Airpot Branch (Hancda Akport Big Bid Bdg 16)
9:30-22.00; Open dly Tl 035757 5345
Keloet U Sttion Branch (utside Keoet Ueno Statin |
ket gato) i
5330150, Open daly ]

Asakusa Cultural and Sightsceing Center
2189, Kaminarmen, Tatoku, Tokye.  Tok 093842556
9:30.20.00 Englsh spoken. 10:00-17.00); Open daly

Odaley Sightseeing Service Center
113, N Shioks, Sk, Teko. T 0353217887
800:18:00; Open daly

Ryokan Asakusa Shigstau
15111, Ak, Tatoks, Tolgeo.
100-23/00; Open daly

Tel (0338432345

| TOBU Sightsecing Service Center _ Tek (0338412871
1 A S, 1416, Honakavede, Tato-b, Tl H
15001830, Gosed cn ] 3

localtours uided i Englh or other knguages. Th gdes.

are regtarsd with INTO and diply the tadgs shown. Az
chey e volntser, thre & no chage fo thirservia. You are
only expectad to pay for their traneportaion, admission o tourkt |

@ "Goodwil Gulde Groups ofer ouries From oversea

Views of Raibow Bridge. The beach provides a e bathng
place n Summer.

© Ralnbow Bridge (L1 >~ 71) ) s egurded s the
entrance to Tokyo Bay Area. It can be crossed usng the
Yurkameme Lie, by cars o on oot. The bet view polt s
from Odatbaaiin Park.

® Ocdo-Onsen Monogatar (ATEAE). opencd In
2003 25 frst and oniy ot spring theme park, has Inside and
open-ar baths and a foot bath i a jpanse garden. Open:
1100-800 of next morning, Entrance Fees: Aduls (12 years
old and over) ¥2827. Children (4-11 yaars o) ¥1.575.
(Aftr 1800 Aduis ¥1.987. Chicren ¥1.575. If you sy after
200am. addidonal ¥1575 s charged)

Note: Museums,gordens and mary ather fahs e dosed darg|
the New Years holday and generaly I tel veek cosing|
day K a natonal hlday, they are cosed the foowing day
Insiad. Admisson s usucy 30mi. before osig.

Roservation over the Intarmet
Vi et it e ey o crc By o s st
Aplasndsdn gl e o e checkin

Rosorvation at booking countors in Japan
To ol ookenige o cur s,y st appece o of any |

clo Interational Tourlam Center of japan
Kb s Bl 3,315 K k.o Chrodsi, Ty 11054
Tel:03:3233:3303 Fax:03-3233-3305

Wokcome Card s 1o i o vt
s g
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skt ) Al e
st Tos

(T ot h e b e

i) o T Comenion & s s i
o pobrgecmsen
o e e S T
e R A T SRR RS

Tokyo Handy Guide | Tokye Handy Map




[image: image18.png]faclities if you visit any and their meals if you eat with them. Metropolian Government, Haneds Airport and Keisei Usno Saicn); Tokyo

T e G (15 "SRl Tobgey NTO Orerens Ofces
INTO Website Yo i o s e e 37 e el
vt go plengiarrangslessentialguideservice htmi by g i 3 o g ore ST et o).

A nfrticn, nclcing s sl e, price s ccommotionchrse, whih s cotined i i e s s ot 5 of iy 2007,
A b ) CRamgs WAt o, Wi ever S & o o e e 20ty cf s o, S ST 30 el e
e,y Sl Seck i O30k Concshc for L] s, oA o your < g, T ahll ot 1 oy
s amageof s rtre It may 3 35 s, e o e, o e s of ary of he ot of matrl conained n s e

© 2007 Japan Natonal Tours Organzaton. Al ighs feseve, Reprocucton Inwhole o Pt wihoue witen pemsio s prohbued. P apan





Dag 6 (11mei) Tokyo naar Matsumoto per trein
	Required time
	
	3hours 10min
	(Taking time   172min)
	

	Distance
	
	285.1 km
	(Transfer   1)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥9020
	(Fare ¥4940   Charge ¥4080)


	Transfer
	Arrival
& 
Depature
	Required
	Station name
&
Route and Train name
	Fare
	Charge
	Time
table
	Information
	Link

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Airline
	J R
	Rent-a-car
	Map
	Hotel

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	09:20
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.mapfan.com/index.cgi?MAP=E139.46.12.112N35.40.39.204" \t "_blank" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://web.mytrip.net/my/fun_yoyaku.list?f_ido=128439.80&f_kdo=503172.44&f_nen1=2009&f_tuki1=5&f_hi1=11&f_nen2=2009&f_tuki2=5&f_hi2=12&f_adult_su=2" \t "_blank" 
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	#
	105min
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SHINKANSEN ASAMA 511
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	Reserved seat
¥4080
	


	


	 
	


	 
	 
	 

	18min
	11:05
11:23
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	NAGANO
	¥4940
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.mapfan.com/index.cgi?MAP=E138.11.32.14N36.38.25.120" \t "_blank" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://web.mytrip.net/my/fun_yoyaku.list?f_ido=131905.47&f_kdo=497492.06&f_nen1=2009&f_tuki1=5&f_hi1=11&f_nen2=2009&f_tuki2=5&f_hi2=12&f_adult_su=2" \t "_blank" 
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JR Shinonoi Line
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	12:30
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	MATSUMOTO
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.mapfan.com/index.cgi?MAP=E137.58.3.207N36.13.37.168" \t "_blank" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://web.mytrip.net/my/fun_yoyaku.list?f_ido=130417.66&f_kdo=496683.81&f_nen1=2009&f_tuki1=5&f_hi1=11&f_nen2=2009&f_tuki2=5&f_hi2=12&f_adult_su=2" \t "_blank" 
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We reizen per trein van Tokyo naar Matsumoto, waarbij je onderweg bij helder weer een mooi uitzicht hebt op de heilige vulkaan Fuji de hoogste berg van Japan. De kasteelstad Matsumoto is in de 8e eeuw ontstaan in de ‘Japanse Alpen’. Het zwart-witte Matsumoto-jo kasteel is het hoogtepunt van dit stadje. In het kasteel is een museum gevestigd en op de bovenste etage heb je een prachtig uitzicht over de bergachtige omgeving. 

Japan's oldest castle tower, host to an exciting summer drum festival. The town also has a beautiful view of the Northern Alps.

[image: image54.jpg]


Matsumoto, situated almost right in the center of Nagano and known as the gate to the Northern Alps' climbing routes, prospered as a castle town at the foot of Matsumoto Castle. The castle's tower, a 5-story, 6-layer tower built in the Bunroku Period (1593-1594) is Japan's oldest existing castle tower and is designated as a national treasure. In summer, the Taiko (Japanese drum) Festival and the Takigi-Noh (Noh play under torchlight) are held at the castle and attract many visitors.

[image: image55.jpg]


Along the Nakamachi-dori Street to the south of the castle are many old merchant houses built in the 'kura-zukuri' style and warehouses built with 'namako' walls covered with square tiles jointed with raised plaster. The Matsumoto City Hakari-kan is a former warehouse of the Tanaka family, a weights and measures shop that was established in 1902 that now serves as a museum exhibiting a collection of measuring tools. The Old Kaichi School building is a western-style building built in 1876 and is open to the public as an education museum. To visit these places, you may want to take a Matsumoto round-trip bus which charges you a fixed fare to go to any of the stops along the route.

The large, green Shiroyama-koen Park, at an altitude of 800 meters, is where Dejiro, the guarding branch castle for Matsumoto Castle, used to be located. The view of the Northern Alps from the park is beautiful, and it is a famous cherry blossom viewing spot in spring. The neighboring Matsumoto City Alps Park has popular field athletic facilities, as well as the 630-meter-long Dream Coaster.

Matsumoto naar Takayama met de bus ( het is beter te slapen in Takayama)
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3100yen

20u aankomst in de Ryokan (heb dat zo geboekt)

Dag 7 (12mei)  Takayama
De volgende dag reizen we per bus door de ‘Japanse Alpen’ naar het pittoreske plaatsje Takayama, waar we één nacht verblijven. Dit dorp heeft door zijn geïsoleerde ligging in een vallei zijn oude charme weten te bewaren. Je ziet hier nog veel traditionele houten huizen, uitgevoerd met schuifdeuren en -wanden om in de hete en vochtige zomers enige verkoeling te creëren. Er is een openluchtmuseum waar huizen uit dit deel van Japan zijn verzameld. 

In de omgeving van Takayama kun je schitterende wandelingen maken en maak je voor het eerst kennis met het enorme contrast tussen de grote steden en het Japanse platteland. We overnachten in Takayama in een ‘minshuku’, een traditioneel Japans familiehotel. Je wordt bij aankomst vaak verwelkomd door je gastvrouw met een kopje traditionele Japanse groene thee. 

Naar alle waarschijnlijkheid verzoekt de gastvrouw je om de westerse kleding te verruilen voor de traditionele Japanse yukata. Je bed bestaat uit een ‘futon’ op een ‘tatami’, een dunne matras op een dikke vloermat van geweven stro. In de ‘minshuku’ word je geconfronteerd met typisch Japanse gebruiken, zoals het dragen van verschillende pantoffels voor verschillende ruimtes (zo hebben de douches en toiletten altijd een eigen set pantoffels). Je hebt hier ook de mogelijkheid om kennis te maken met een traditioneel Japans ontbijt en diner (niet bij de reissom inbegrepen). 

Maak je geen zorgen, als je niet precies weet wat je volgens de Japanse regels moet doen, want de gastvrouw of je reisbegeleider zal alles aan je uitleggen en aan je voordoen. Deze overnachtingen geven een goed beeld over hoe de Japanners heden ten dage leven.

 A beautiful, historical town, with projecting latticework and eaves of uniform heights. One of the three largest festivals in Japan.
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Hida Takayama in the northern part of Gifu Prefecture is a castle town at the foot of Takayama Castle, built in the 16th century. It is a town of old wooden houses standing side-by-side, and its lineal beauty, highlighted by projecting lattice and eaves of uniform height, draws visitors' attention. The Takayama-matsuri Festival, believed to have begun in the 16th to 17th century, is one of the three largest and most beautiful festivals in Japan. During the festival, intricate floats roam the city. The floats, utilizing the essence of Hida's traditional techniques, are dazzling and magnificent. The Takayama-matsuri Festival is held in the spring and fall every year. In spring, Hie-jinja Shrine plays a main role, while in the fall Sakura-yama Hachiman-gu Shrine plays a main role.

[image: image58.jpg]


At the Shishi Kaikan, there is a live performance of the marionettes used in the festival. In both spring and fall, events are held at the Takayama City Memorial Hall that allow women to wear kimono and men to wear hakama, and then tour the city. 

Other tourist spots include Kyodo Gangu-kan (which exhibits folk-art toys from all over Japan), the Hida Folk Museum (Minzoku-kan) that passes down facts and images of life at farming villages in Hida, and Takayama Jinya, which administered politics in the 17th century during the Edo Period. Takayama Jinya's Gate and Examination House remain the way they were in the 19th century, the time of their renovation. There are also two morning markets held nearby, one in front of Jinya and the other along the Miya-gawa River, where the wives of local farmers sell fresh vegetables and mountain vegetables that were harvested that day, as well as homemade miso (Japanese bean paste) and folk-art goods.

There are many skiing resorts nearby. Takayama is also popular as a base for sightseeing trips to Mt. Norikura-dake, World Heritage Shirakawa-go, and Chubu Mountains National Park.

Dag   8(13mei) Takayama naar Kyoto per trein
	Required time
	
	4hours 36min
	(Taking time   234min)
	

	Distance
	
	314.3 km
	(Transfer   3)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥8580
	(Fare ¥5460   Charge ¥3120)


	Transfer
	Arrival
& 
Depature
	Required
	Station name
&
Route and Train name
	Fare
	Charge
	Time
table
	Information
	Link

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Airline
	J R
	Rent-a-car
	Map
	Hotel

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	10:35
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	TAKAYAMA
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.mapfan.com/index.cgi?MAP=E137.15.15.164N36.8.15.88" \t "_blank" 
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[image: image67.png]





	 
	%
	64min
	[image: image68.png]


JR Takayama Line
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JR Takayama Line
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JR Tokaido Line
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	NAGOYA
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SHINKANSEN NOZOMI 71
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	KYOTO
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Van Takayama gaan we met de trein verder naar Kyoto. Meer dan 1000 jaar was Kyoto de woonplaats van de keizer en dus de hoofdstad van Japan. De stad herbergt nog steeds ruim 2000 tempels, waarvan de opmerkelijkste in het gebied rond het station staan, zoals de grote houten Higashi-Honganji en de Toji-tempel uit 796. De Kinkakuji (Gouden Paviljoen) is ook een goed voorbeeld van de prachtige tempelarchitectuur. 

Ondanks de industrialisatie kent Kyoto, naast de vele monumentale gebouwen, nog tal van onontdekte schilderachtige plekjes. In het gebied rondom de Kiyomizu-dera tempel vind je kleine winkeltjes, waar traditionele ambachtelijke producten worden verkocht. De tuinen rond de tempels en paleizen getuigen van eeuwenlange toewijding. Hier is de Japanse tuinarchitectuur tot ontwikkeling gekomen, waarbij op kleine schaal schitterende landschappen worden nagebootst. Bij de Ryoanji-tempel is bijvoorbeeld een rotslandschap zonder enig groen te zien.

Tijdens een wandeltocht door de oude amusementswijk Gion met vele ‘ochaya’ of theehuizen waar  nog steeds geisha's werkzaam zijn, krijg je het idee dat de tijd heeft stilgestaan.

Een leuke manier om de stad te ontdekken is op de fiets. Je fietst net als de Japanners zelf, grote gedeeltes van je fietstocht op het trottoir. 
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The former capital of Japan, famous worldwide for its temples and shrines. Kyoto was the center of politics and culture for 1,100 years.
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Kyoto Prefecture stretches out from the southeast to the northwest in the central and northern parts of the Kansai region. It has four geographical features, the saw-toothed coastal area around Maizuru Bay in the northeast, the Tanba Mountains around its center, the Kyoto Basin in the southeast, and the Yamashiro Basin.

Kyoto became the capital of Japan in the 8th century. It flourished as the center for Japanese politics, economy and culture for some 1,100 years, until the capital functions were transferred to Tokyo in the mid-19th century. There remain many temples and shrines in Kyoto that were built during this long period. Seventeen historic sites including, Kiyomizu-dera Temple and Nijo Castle, are inscribed as World Cultural Heritage Sites.
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You may meet some 'maiko,' young dancing entertainers, who walk in long hanging-sleeved kimono in the Gion district, see the townscape characterized with popular 19th century style latticework, and visit the Nishijin where they weave traditional 'Nishijin-ori' textiles with vividly colored threads. The festivals in Kyoto are famous not only in Japan, but are also known worldwide. The three major festivals of Kyoto are the Aoi-matsuri Festival in early summer, the Gion-matsuri Festival in mid-summer and the Jidai-matsuri Festival in fall. There is also the Gozan-no-Okuribi, more commonly known as Daimonji-yaki, held on the night of Urabon (August 16th). During this festival numerous torches are ignited on the five mountains surrounding Kyoto, with the flames laid out to form a letter or figure. It is a summer event known both at home and abroad.


Dag   9 (14mei) Kyoto
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The best things in Kyoto are reserved for those willing to walk. So try walking at leisure through some small parts of Kyoto simply to savor the
atmosphere and life of the city. Given below are some of our suggested routes.

ALONG THE OLD CANAL (North-east Area/Ginkakuji Temple — Eikando Temple — Nanzenji Temple)
City bus No.5 (Bus Stop A-1), No.17 (Bus Stop A-2), No.100 (Bus Stop D-1), Kyoto bus No.51 (Bus Stop C-6) from Kyoto Sta. Get off
at Ginkakuji-michi (§8R ). ¥220. Time required for walking: about 50min.
This is a pleasant city stroll following the old canal, lined with cherry trees, between Ginkakuji Temple and Nanzenji Temple. Local scholars call
the little allev flankine the canal “The Path of Philoconhy
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HIGASHIYAMA AREA (Eastern Area/Kiyomizu Temple — Sannenzaka ~ Maruyama Park — Chion-in Temple — Shoren-in Temple — Hean Shrine)
City bus No.206 (Bus Stop D-2), No.100 (Bus Stop D-1) from Kyoto Sta. Get off at Gojozaka (#44) or Kiyomizu-michi (7t Kyoto
bus No.18 (Bus Stop C-3) from Kyoto Sta. Get off at Higashiyamagojo (JLLIZ4). ¥220. Time required for walking: about 50min.

Start this walking tour course from Gojozaka Bus Stop, heading for Kiyomizu Temple. The approach to Kiyomizu Temple Is an attractive winding

road lined with colorul souveni and curio shops. From Kiyomizu Temple to Maruyama Park there are curio shops, pottery workshops and an array

of small and large temples and shrines. Crossing Maruyama Park, keep walking northward to Helan Shrine, whose garden is adired for its cherry
and irs flowers In season.




[image: image140.png]Kaiken ‘Helan Shine @ Kyoto Municipal
Kyoto! S LHJ‘E"_I Mﬁmﬂm
e Nren R ¢ Mo it
N -l : Nio St %5 vigigan
ik Mo Ol S o
frind i
B A rverice s
Muman KBETEAE L e E‘%‘%‘*W"‘" =8
. f
Ay
ity L
L -
O DT e It
Sy o ] : =
e — 0 — -
suios. S48 M - EDD i \u > -
ERE=R S Tempe % Yot Mo iomctiel
S — W ');XYVII*Y\ LA
E° EZS N
P H esedesy Ko s
sl ] a " 3
po——— b
wexmn 2 |E8 ] = P
Sttt | [J5] o
an =1 .
E Toe CiCa RO
Shios 222 e
—”’i'u Gonts S £
. o & el ] eme
S j00 -
Gt b -
muh —  Kodaiji Temple.
o ol k]
gmiteen = |l | [—
e, r\;wn§<
Nl Kot s g
B G
s ) 2L =
= ‘Kiyomizu Sanenzaka Muscum
shine 24 2R L o
sy @[] ]| o
el ERE— =
i =
I—I:L/u ;."—;.‘f“
e
%
[ — gy





[image: image141.png]KYOTO WALKS PAGE3/6

ARASHIYAMA AREA (Westsrnsrs/Tenry Templetothe Sagino Ars)
Kyoto Bus (R %) N1 72 or 73 (s Stop C.6) from Kyow Sa. o Kyoto Bus N1, 62 or 63 (8s Scp ) rom Safo Kelan S
(Gaccltac Arashyama (KIL). Y240, .o from Kyoto St ags Arshiyama S LML), ¥230. i requird fr valig: aboue |

0.4 hours depending on e routs.
Oncaan
and gl

e sumn colre.

cursion place fo Emperorsof Helan Period 7541192, Kyotoie toy make anmal excusions here t see charry lossoms inspring

Adshino Nemtots Tple
EBELYS  ToKiyoaki
- Trigaa Dimonji.
T\ wEm

Gioji Temple
KEG o

o
Tiguchide Temple
iy

Nisonin Tempc ® =

oS’ :
HAAUE | )
Ao P T
\ ancyull P AT

Zhow Bl Momment

[Er——
DaikaiTemple:
K ot

Scityof Temple (S Shakado)

)

TR ® Teuyui Tenple

“The Kycto Arshiyama Orgel Muscum.
prr ey

Sega Arshiyama Sta

oo

YArnmyEuLulSpr—_\_\
K

PSR Nakasoeima Pk -
fr— d [ mem
beardng plce =
I e
A
Q
. i QN et Artians s
Anshizama Mrkey Pk vasyams y
oot S U N G



[image: image142.png]KINKAKUJI, RYOANJ1 AREA (North-west arewKinkakui ~ Ryosni Temple — Pr——

N Tempi)
Gy b o 205 (12083, N0 (s Scp 2 o Kyon S Gt K Tenple s Skp S5
ikl i) (48990, 520 Time reiredfor wikong o8 i (GoldePoio) S8
Kk Tempi e gold led pvlion Wi s sl b ot i, ves e e
Il o Achlag S, ko e den v corvered s e Ry i
Tanpie i noed for s rode and and arden,  mastery xample of the Karesari » S‘”’*”ﬂ‘ﬁ!ﬂg
e w
I
N0 g
Koo Prcura ;m = £
x DomioMaam ot s 5L =) 5=
Kinakake-no-michiRo. HHLAATRI 3 SEFE
pivirs Rasumcian S

prere
yoto Museum [

i meia i .:.
freeey
Virld Pesce

ﬂ% ni e

[—
ASHARIR s Sop st

Keifuks Raitway Omure i Sa. 1055
P S

OHARA AREA (ar orthsreSaraenin Temple —iko- Temple)
Bus (§85/5) No.17 or 18 (Bus Siop C-) from Kyoto St (4580 o Kyoto Bus No.l6 o 17 (Bus Stop ) from Safo Ketan S
SUE) (6450, Ge of ¢ Ofera ) Time requied for walking. | Shours.

e walig area somawhat comparabe o Arashima s thac of Ofara, whereyau can ouch the hear of url agan.

Tkano River
el

Ohara Bus Termimt

KESAS =270 Hosenin Tmple





[image: image143.png]Bus and Subway Passes and Pre-paid Cards

@Kyoto City Bus Exclusive One Day Card 9500
* Can be used for one day on Kyoto City buses within the designated area.

@Kyoto Subway One Day Card 4%600
* Can be used for one day on all Kyoto City Subway Lines. This ticket comes with privilege
‘coupons for some temples, museurns, shop, etc.

@Kyoto Sightseeing Card (one day or two days) #¥1,200 (one day) or ¥2.000 (two days)
* Can be used for one or two days on all Kyoto City buses and subways, Kyoto buses within the
designated area. This ticket comes with a guide map with discount and privlege coupons for
Some temples, museus, shops, etc.

@ Traffica Kyo Card 43,000 (worth ¥3300)
*Valid on all Kyoto City buses and subway lnes.

@Surutto Kansal Miyako Card 91,000, %2,000, ¥3,000 or ¥5,000
* Valid on all Kyoto City buses and subway lines and cooperating private train and buses such as
Hankyu, Kethan, Kethanbus and others.

@ City Bus Card 92,000 (worth ¥2250)
* Valid on all Kyoo City bus lines.

# Where to Purchase these Cards %
‘Avalable at automatic subway ticket machines (except for the City Bus Card and the Kyoto City
Bus Exclusive One Day Card), at Kyoto City bus and subway information centers, transporta-
ton ticket dealers, and some automatic ticket vending machines.
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Dag 10 (15mei)  van Kyoto per trein naar Nara  (overnachting=ok)
	Required time
	
	1hour 04min
	(Taking time   64min)
	

	Distance
	
	41.7 km
	(Transfer   0)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥690
	(Fare ¥690   Charge ¥0)
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	Arrival
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	Station name
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	Rent-a-car
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	Hotel
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JR Nara Line
	¥690
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	NARA
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Vanuit Kyoto maken we een dagtrip naar de plaats Nara, in de 8e eeuw de hoofdstad van Japan. De stad is gebouwd naar model van Chang-an, de hoofdstad van China ten tijde van de Tang-dynastie. Het tegenwoordige Nara is natuurlijk nauwelijks nog te vergelijken met dat van toen. Maar evenals in Kyoto en Kamakura is de moderne stad duidelijk gescheiden van het oude monumentale deel. 

Zo bevinden de meeste monumenten zich aan de rand van de stad in een prachtig park, dat bewoond wordt door tamme herten. In dit park staat ook de 49 meter hoge Todaiji-tempel, het grootste houten gebouw ter wereld. Deze tempel was vroeger het toneel van een van de meest indrukwekkende plechtigheden van Japan. Het herbergt het grootste bronzen boeddhabeeld ter wereld. In het park eromheen staan nog meer fraaie eeuwenoude tempels, waarvan sommige uit de 7e en 8e eeuw dateren. 

Je kan aan de andere kant van het park ook het Shintoïstische heiligdom Kasuga Taisha bezoeken, dat is omgeven door 3000 lantaarns en gemaakt uit diverse materialen. De Shinto-tempels lijken qua architectuur erg op de boeddhistische tempels. Een verschil is, dat op het pad naar de ingang van het heiligdom altijd een of meer Torii`s staan. Dit zijn poorten gemaakt uit twee staanders, met daarop twee dwarsbalken die aan de uiteinden iets omhoog buigen. Het hagelwitte papier en het touw, dat om het altaar en het podium is gedrapeerd, maakt duidelijk dat we met een Shinto-heiligdom te doen hebben. 

Bezoek aan de Todaji tempel, het grootste houten gebouw ter wereld met zijn gigantische Boeddha, aan het groot Shinto Heiligdom van Kasuga met zijn duizenden stenen lantaarns en aan het hertenpark.
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An ancient capital with excellent examples of traditional architecture. Images of Buddha abound at Horyu-ji Temple, a World Cultural Heritage Site.
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Nara Prefecture is situated in the west central section of Honshu. The formation of an ancient nation started around mid-3rd century, with the Yamato district as its center, and was completed by the late 6th century. The capital was placed in Asuka, in the southern part of the Nara Basin, located in the northwestern part of present-day Nara Prefecture, and it prospered as the political and economic center of Japan until the early 8th century. After the capital was relocated to Heijo-kyo (now Nara City) in 710, many temples and shrines were built there under the direction of the imperial family and aristocrats, and temple towns soon developed. Such temples and shrines include Todai-ji Temple, which has the Daibutsu, the world's largest Buddha statue, made of copper and gold, it is enshrined in the world's largest wooden structure, Daibutsu-den (Great Buddha Hall). Other famous temples include Yakushi-ji Temple, which has wonderful old wooden architecture and a statue of Buddha, and Toshodai-ji Temple which was founded by the Chinese priest Ganjin, who came to Japan after difficult journeys and spread the principles of Buddhism. 
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Horyu-ji Temple, which is said to have been built in the early 7th century, is known as the oldest existing Buddhist temple in Japan. The temple boasts of the world's oldest wooden architecture, and there are many paintings and sculptures in its possession. The temple is also inscribed as a World Cultural Heritage Site.

Tourists visit Nara Prefecture throughout the year to see scenic spots such as Mt. Yoshino-yama, known as the best cherry blossom viewing point in Japan, and Nara Park, with its friendly deer which have been treasured as messengers from the gods. 


Dag 11(16 mei)van Nara naar Kyoto met de trein
In Kyoto heb je nog tijd voor een bezoek aan het Fushimi-heiligdom in het zuiden van Kyoto met een doorgang van honderden torii die een pad door het bos vormen of loop de beroemde Filosofenwandeling in het oosten van de stad. Dit pad loopt langs een kanaal met restaurants, boetieks en kunstnijverheidswinkeltjes en is een zeer populaire wandelroute onder de Japanners. 

Dag 12 (17mei) Kyoto
Dag 13 (18mei) Kyoto – Koyasan per trein
	Required time
	
	2hours 45min
	(Taking time   124min)
	

	Distance
	
	111.2 km
	(Transfer   4)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥4430
	(Fare ¥2040   Charge ¥2390)


	Transfer
	Arrival
& 
Depature
	Required
	Station name
&
Route and Train name
	Fare
	Charge
	Time
table
	Information
	Link

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Airline
	J R
	Rent-a-car
	Map
	Hotel
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	SHINOSAKA
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OsakaCity Midousuji Line
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	NANBA(SUBWAY)
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	NANBA(NANKAI)
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Nankai Koya Line Exp.
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	HASHIMOTO(WAKAYAMA)
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Nankai Koya Line
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	GOKURAKUBASHI
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Nankai Koyasan Cablecar
	¥380
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	KOYASAN
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In het hooggelegen Koyasan trachten Japanners niet alleen de zomerhitte te ontvluchten, maar ook hoopt menigeen er in één van de vele boeddhistische tempels een beetje los te komen van de stress in het dagelijks leven. We overnachten hier in een ‘shubuko’, een logement in een tempelcomplex. Tijdens het diner, dat inbegrepen is in de reissom, krijg je heerlijke vegetarische schotels opgediend. Je moet hier wel bij het binnentreden, evenals in de gewone Japanse huizen, de schoenen verwisselen voor sloffen.

Tijdens ons verblijf kun je misschien `s ochtends vroeg en/of aan het begin van de avond een boeddhistische dienst bijwonen. Zo krijg je een goede indruk van de eeuwenoude Japanse religieuze tradities. 

Vlakbij ligt het heiligdom Okuno-in waar meer dan 11.000 lantaarns een grote hal verlichten. Je bereikt het complex via een pad door een tuin vol beelden en tombes van machtige families waar een heel bijzondere sfeer hangt. 
Head Temple of Esoteric Buddhism, Shingon-mikkyo. The 25-meter-high Dai-mon Gate is the main entrance and invites visitors.
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Mt. Koya-san is located in the northeastern part of Wakayama and is in Koya-Ryujin Quasi-National Park. On the peak of Mt. Koya-san, surrounded by mountains, is Kongobu-ji Temple, founded by Kobo Taishi, the Head Temple of Esoteric Buddhism, which has a 1200-year-long history. More that 120 temples are scattered throughout the area, thus forming a great religious city.
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A number of structures exist in the mountain. For instance, the 25-meter-high Dai-mon Gate, Important Cultural Property, that has served as the main entrance to the temple ever since its founding day, or the temple structure complex, National Treasure, and the Danjo-garan complex. Koyazan-Reiho-kan Treasure House exhibits the tremendous cultural properties of Mt. Koya-san.

Lodging facilities are provided by the temple for the followers, available also for visitors. The meal served is Shojin-ryori, special vegetarian food using only vegetables, cereals and seaweed and avoiding meat and fish. Some of the temples offer chances to experience zazen, a kind of Zen Buddhist training.

Dag 14(19mei) Koyasan – Osaka per trein

	Required time
	
	2hours 01min
	(Taking time   101min)
	

	Distance
	
	73.0 km
	(Transfer   2)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥1400
	(Fare ¥1400   Charge ¥0)


	Transfer
	Arrival
& 
Depature
	Required
	Station name
&
Route and Train name
	Fare
	Charge
	Time
table
	Information
	Link

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Airline
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	Rent-a-car
	Map
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Nankai Koyasan Cablecar
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Nankai Koya Line
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Nankai Koya Line Exp.
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	SHINIMAMIYA
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JR Yamatoji Line
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	OSAKA
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Dan rijden we met de trein in ongeveer twee uur naar Osaka. Zoals Kyoto een herinnering aan het verleden is, zo is Osaka een stad van het heden. Een goede gelegenheid om even los te komen van alle schoonheid van het verleden en gewoon weer te genieten van het alledaagse. 

Wel moet je hier een bezoek brengen aan een voorstelling van Bunraku, het marionettentheater, waarvan Osaka de bakermat is. De binnenstad wordt gekenmerkt door een netwerk van kanalen. Voor de meer serieuze toerist is er het 16e-eeuwse Osaka-jo kasteel
Osaka Castle with its huge lawn park. The bustling Umeda Underground Mall and Namba are also main attractions.
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Osaka prefecture located in the center of Kinki region in the Midwest Japan covers the smallest prefecture land area in Japan, but boasts of largest population and highest population density second only after the capital, Tokyo. Mountains surround three sides of the prefecture and the west faces the arc-shaped Osaka Bay. Since it is close to former capitals of Japan Kyoto and Nara, it prospered as an important point for land and water transportation as well as a commercial city.
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In the Osaka City is the Osaka Castle with a five-layer donjon as its core, on a lawn park that stretches for about 60,000 square meters. During the cherry blossom season in the spring, this park is especially crowded with hanami (cherry blossom viewing) crowd. Osaka's north gate, Umeda, has a gigantic stretch of underground mall that houses many restaurants, fashion and sundry goods stores.

In contrast to Kita with Umeda as its core, Minami is an area with core cities Namba, a popular business and shopping district, and Dotonbori with many restaurants on both sides of Dotonbori-gawa River. Minami is known as a town of public entertainment and has many theaters and cinemas.

In recent years, the development of Osaka's new showplace, the waterfront, is taking place. Tenpo-zan Harbor Village, which has a 112 meter-high Ferris wheel, shopping mall and Suntory Museum, a complex of cultural facilities, and ATC(Asia Pacific Trade Center), Japan's largest outlet mall, are also popular.

Dag 15(20mei) Osaka – Himeji 
	Required time
	
	1hour 13min
	(Taking time   73min)
	

	Distance
	
	87.9 km
	(Transfer   0)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥1450
	(Fare ¥1450   Charge ¥0)


	Transfer
	Arrival
& 
Depature
	Required
	Station name
&
Route and Train name
	Fare
	Charge
	Time
table
	Information
	Link
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	J R
	Rent-a-car
	Map
	Hotel
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JR Special Rapid Service
	¥1450
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	HIMEJI
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De rit van Osaka naar Hiroshima maken we met de Shinkansen, de snelle ‘kogeltrein’. We stappen na 40 minuten even uit in Himeji om, via een wandeling van tien minuten, een bezoek te brengen aan het beeldschone 'Witte Reiger'-kasteel, dat als enige in zijn soort volledig intact is gebleven. Het witte gebouw met vijf verdiepingen wordt omringd door wallen en grachten

[image: image514.jpg]


Vlakbij het station (10 min. lopen) bevindt zich één van de bekendste en fraaiste burchten van Japan. Men kan de burcht in en naar boven lopen om te genieten van het mooie uitzicht. Het dateert uit de 14e eeuw (was van een vazal van één van de Ashikaga shôguns) en Hideyoshi Toyotomi gebruikte het als militair kamp. Vanaf 1600 was het in het bezit van de Ikeda clan.

A prominent castle designated as a World Cultural Heritage. The castle resembles the shape of a heron with spread wings.
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The Himeji Castle is located in Himeji City in the western Hyogo. It was constructed in the mid-14th century, and after a three-layer castle tower was built by the order of the man of power Toyotomi Hideyoshi in the 16th century, Ikeda Terumasa, a feudal lord of the castle rebuilt it further in the 17th century. Its figure was likened as a white heron spreading its wings, and thus called the Hakuro-jo, or White Heron Castle. It was designated as a national treasure in 1931, and as the World Cultural Heritage in 1993.
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The Tenshukaku (castle tower) is the main structure and has 5 stories in appearance but 6 stories inside and a first basement. All structures are covered with white plaster unique to Japan. The roofs are covered with kawara tiles and white plaster is applied to the joints. The sturdy, magnificent structure and elegant appearance, as well as complex and tactical defense devices make the Himeji Castle the most prominent castle in Japan.

The Castle hosts the Himeji Castle Cherry Blossom Viewing Fair, cherry blossom viewing drum music performance and Princess Sen-hime Peony Festival in spring, Himeji Port Festival in summer, Moon Viewing Fair and Himeji All Japan Ceramics Market in autumn. Visitors never cease throughout the year. In the surrounding areas, there are a Japanese garden Koko-en, an affinity with the Castle, Otokoyama Sen-hime Tenmangu Shrine and Hyogo Historical Museum.

Renovation of Himeji Castle Main Keep <2009-2014>
This is a full-scale renovation work focused on replastering damaged plaster walls and replacing the roofing tiles on the main keep or dai-tenshu. The renovation period will be a full five years after the start of the scaffolding installation planned in 2009. The exterior view of the castle can be enjoyed until March 2010. The roofed scaffold structure and other scaffolding will be removed in 2014. 
During this renovation period, visitors can get a close look at the repair process from inside the roofed scaffold structure or suyane that covers the main keep. In addition, the visitors' elevator helps elderly people and wheelchair users enjoy the scenery as if they were in the main keep.

Van Himeji naar Takamatsu met de trein:

	Required time
	
	1hour 37min
	(Taking time   74min)
	

	Distance
	
	160.4 km
	(Transfer   1)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥5830
	(Fare ¥3130   Charge ¥2700)


	Transfer
	Arrival
& 
Depature
	Required
	Station name
&
Route and Train name
	Fare
	Charge
	Time
table
	Information
	Link

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Airline
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	Map
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SHINKANSEN HIKARI RailStar 463
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JR Marine Liner
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JR Marine Liner
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	TAKAMATSU(KAGAWA)
	[image: image376.png]



	[image: image377.png]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	


	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.mapfan.com/index.cgi?MAP=E134.2.57.166N34.20.50.233" \t "_blank" 
[image: image380.png]




	


 HYPERLINK "http://web.mytrip.net/my/fun_yoyaku.list?f_ido=123650.91&f_kdo=482577.66&f_nen1=2009&f_tuki1=5&f_hi1=19&f_nen2=2009&f_tuki2=5&f_hi2=20&f_adult_su=2" \t "_blank" 
[image: image382.png]






A castle town with Kokubundai and Yashima overlooking the islands out at sea. Daimyo gardens and Ritsurin-koen attract many visitors.
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Takamatsu, facing the Seto Inland Sea, is situated in northern Kagawa. It is the main gateway to Shikoku Island and a hub for traffic, with railways from Takamatsu Station stretching out all over Shikoku. Takamatsu also has a ferry port for transportation to the islands in the Seto Inland Sea. It is the center of the administration, economy and culture of Shikoku.
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Local government offices, public agencies and shops line Chuo-dori, the modern central street that stretches to the south from Takamatsu Harbor. It is a modern city that once thrived as a castle town of the Matsudaira Family during the Edo Period in the 17th century. There are many historic sites to be found in Takamatsu, such as Tamamo-koen Park, built at the site where Takamatsu Castle once stood, Ritsurin-koen Park, where 6 ponds and 13 artificial hills guide you into the world of the Japanese paintings, and Honen-ji Temple, which was once the family temple of the lord of Takamatsu. At the Isamu Noguchi Garden Museum, the exhibition storehouse and residence of Isamu Noguchi, a noted 20th century sculptor, are open to public along with the sculpture garden designed by the artist himself. The museum surrounds you with an atmosphere that remains unchanged since his death in 1988.

Another attraction is Yashima, a 293-meter high lava plateau that juts out into the Seto Inland Sea. It is situated at the Bisan-Seto area, famous for its beautiful scenic view of the islands, and commands the best view of the Seto Inland Sea. There is a 3-kilometer-long circular promenade nearby. The view from the top is magnificent and attracts many visitors who come to enjoy the sunset or the night view of Takamatsu. Yashima-ji Temple is located at the top. It is said to have been built by the great Chinese priest Ganjin in 754, and its display of pictures from the 12th century is open to public. 

A 15-minute ride by car from Takamatsu Airport will take you to the Shionoe-onsen-kyo Hot Spring Village, which has a history dating back some 1,300 years and features traditional inns with a tranquil atmosphere. 


Dag 16 (21 mei): van Takamatsu naar Matsuyama per trein (checken of dit met bus kan)
	Required time
	
	5hours 08min
	(Taking time   275min)
	

	Distance
	
	194.4 km
	(Transfer   2)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥3400
	(Fare ¥3400   Charge ¥0)


	Transfer
	Arrival
& 
Depature
	Required
	Station name
&
Route and Train name
	Fare
	Charge
	Time
table
	Information
	Link
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	Rent-a-car
	Map
	Hotel
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JR Yosan Line
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	KANONJI
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JR Yosan Line
	¥3400
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	IYOSAIJO
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JR Yosan Line
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	MATSUYAMA(EHIME)
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The largest city in Shikoku. Jingling trolley cars for sightseeing carry tourists through Matsuyama castle town.
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Located in the center of Ehime and facing the Sea of Iyo in the Seto Inland Sea, Matsuyama is the largest city and the center of administration and economy on Shikoku. The city is also an important junction with railways and bus services extending from JR Matsuyama Station and Matsuyama-shi Station (Iyo Line) to various places inside and outside the prefecture.
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On the hill in the center of the city stands Matsuyama Castle, the symbol of the town. The castle and its surrounding area as a whole constitute a historic site park. A 6-minute ride on a ropeway and lift takes you up to the mountain's top, where the ridge has been leveled. From the terminal of the lift, there is an ascent path to the castle and its tower. If you go up the steep wooden stairway to the top floor in the castle tower, the panoramic view includes Mt. Ishizuchi-yama and the Sea of Iyo.
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Convenient for making a round of the sightseeing spots in the city are the trolley cars, nicknamed "ting-ting densha," that run in all directions to serve the citizens of Matsuyama as a daily means of transportation. Having everything to make you feel idyllic, from the orange matchbox style to the wooden-made interior with velvet-covered seats, the driver's uniform, and the ting-ting sound as alighting signal, the trolley car gives you a comfortable ride, not to mention the exhilaration of going right through the middle of a busy street. In addition, the steam train that ran for 67 years from 1888, and which people in "Bocchan (Young boy)," a novel written by one of Japan's great literary figures Soseki Natsume, used, was renovated in 2001. It is now called the "Bocchan Train," and this steam train running around and blowing a whistle is loved by many tourists. 

Dag 17(22 mei) : van Matsuyama naar Tokushima met de trein  (checken of dit met bus kan)
	Required time
	
	9hours 00min
	(Taking time   410min)
	

	Distance
	
	268.9 km
	(Transfer   4)
	

	Total amount of money
	
	¥4760
	(Fare ¥4760   Charge ¥0)
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Route and Train name
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	Time
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	Information
	Link
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JR Yosan Line
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JR Yosan Line
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	KANONJI
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JR Yosan Line
	¥4760
	[image: image471.png]



	


	


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	15min
	15:33
15:48
	[image: image474.png]



	TAKAMATSU(KAGAWA)
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JR Kotoku Line
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	HIKETA
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JR Kotoku Line
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	TOKUSHIMA
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Home of the mid-summer Awa-odori Dance. Fun tour in the aqua-metropolis of Tokushima.

[image: image509.jpg]


Located in the northeastern part of Tokushima Prefecture and spreading out to the mouth of the Yoshino-gawa River, Tokushima City is the center of the government and economy in eastern Shikoku. Full of nature with Mt. Bi-zan and Tokushima Central Park, the city is an aqua-metropolis listed in the selection of "100 homes by the water" by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport. The Hyotan-jima Cruising Boat, which is available for 30-minute tours of this aqua-metropolis, attracts a number of tourists.
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Tokushima is known throughout Japan for its Awa-odori Dance. The 400-year-old dance is currently also performed outside the prefecture, and the dancers have been invited to perform at overseas events. The Awa-dori Dance is considered to be as passionate and international as Rio's Carnival.

There are three different beliefs about the origin of the dance: The first is the Bon-odori Dance, which can be seen everywhere throughout the country. The second is a dance performed at the completion of Tokushima Castle, built by Hachisuka Iemasa in 1587. People in the castle town danced freely, regardless of their rank or seniority, to celebrate the new castle. The third is the Furyu-odori Dance. Furyu is what is said to be the source of Japanese Noh plays, and is believed to have influenced the style of Awa-odori to dance in a group called "Ren." In "Miyoshi-ki," a military epic written in 1663, a description that says Sogo Masayasu (a member of the Miyoshi family) organized the Furyu-odori Dance at Shozui Castle in 1578.

The city began performances of the dance as a tourist attraction during the early Showa Era (1926-1989), and it was named "Awa-odori" at that time. The Awa-odori Dance is performed throughout the prefecture around the time of the Bon holiday of the old calendar as the main event of summer festivals. The dance performed in Tokushima City is the most major one among them, and is held for four days from 12 to 15 August. During this period, the streets in the central area of the city and dancing stages set up in the parks become a place full of excitement with dancers and more than 1.3 million visitors.

If you wish to join the Awa-odori Dance without making a reservation, it is recommended that you join "Niwaka-ren." There is no dress requirement, and you can go on the dancing stage after taking lessons offered by Yumei-ren, registered dancing groups.

If you miss the event, the Awa-odori Kaikan Hall in the center of the city is open for you to experience the Awa-odori at any time of year. On the second floor, you can watch a performance of "Awa-no-kaze (Wind of Awa)" during the day and performances by Yumei-ren at night. If you wish, you can join them to dance together.

Dag 18 (23mei) Tokushima
View powerful whirlpools with diameters of up to 20 meters. The Awa-odori Dance attracts over 1.3 million spectators.
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Situated in the eastern part of Shikoku, Tokushima is surrounded by mountains topping 1,000 meters on three sides. The prefecture is blessed with sightseeing spots highlighted by magnificent nature, such as the Naruto area (which is part of the Seto Inland Sea National Park), the Tokushima area (which has Bisan, the symbol of Tokushima), the Mt. Tsurugi-san Iya Valley area, and the Anan coastal area.
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The main attractions in the Naruto area are the whirlpools with diameters of up to 20 meters at the spring tide, along with the Otsuka International Museum, which boasts one of the largest exhibition space in Japan. You will also see a number of 'Ohenro,' pilgrims in white clothing, as the area is home to Ryozen-ji, the first temple on the 88-temple Pilgrimage in Shikoku. 

In the Tokushima area, the largest event of the prefecture, the Awa-odori Dance, is held from 12 to 15 August every year, attracting more than 1.3 million spectators. During the dance festival, the enlivening sounds of 'shamisens' (Japanese guitar), gongs, and drums bring the area into the fun atmosphere of this traditional dance. If you wish to experience the Awa-odori Dance out of season, you can visit the Awa-odori Hall, which is open throughout the year.

The Mt. Tsurugi-san Iya Valley area, which features beautiful green mountains, attracts many sightseers all year round, with Oboke and Koboke boasting the magnificence and beauty of ravines and the Iya Valley reckoned among the three unexplored regions of Japan. What makes the Anan coastal area attractive, on the other hand, is the deep blue sea that contains the Japan Current. There are many spots, from bathing places to campsites, surfing, and diving spots on the shoreline, where many people come to enjoy their summer.

Dag 19 (24 mei) Tokyo
Grandberry Mall

Description : Shops cover a very large 87,000 sq. m site.
Main Merchandise : Ladies' wear, men's wear, children's wear, sports goods shoes and socks
No.of premises : 81
Tel : 042-795-0109(Japanese)
Address : 3-4-1, Tsuruma, Machida-shi, Tokyo
Access : 1 min. walk from Minami-Machida Sta. on Tokyu-Denentoshi Line

Asakusabashi (Tokyo)
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Description : Old shops specializing in Japanese dolls cluster around JR Asakusabashi Station. Nearby is the toy wholesalers' district, where shops dealing in toys, games, fireworks and carp streamers abound.
Access : Near JR Asakusabashi Sta.

Dag 20 (25 mei) Tokyo

Dag 21 (26 mei) Terugreis

May 11th - October 15th
Nagaragawa Ukai & Seki-no-Oze-no Ukai (Cormorant Fishing) on the Nagara River, Gifu. This ancient method of catching Ayu, a trout-like fish, with trained cormorants takes place nightly under the light of blazing torches.
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