TRADUCTION

Chômage : un espoir tout de même ?
Unemployment: a glimmer of hope? / some hope after all ?
Though the economy is faring somewhat better / doing better than in 1991, France is heading for a jobless total of three million / is moving towards a total of 3 million jobless.
Changes in / the evolution of the job market often appear(s) to lag behind the rest of the economy. 
In France, growth started to falter at the beginning of 1990, but employment continued to rise until half way through the year and the unemployment curve began to shoot up only in January or February, 1991. 
There is nothing mysterious about this time-lag: firms are anxious to improve their results and hire new workers only when forced. 
Therefore, employment goes on rising after the downturn in economic activity. / employment continues to develop when the economic climate/situation starts getting worse.
Since the beginning of the year, whereas growth has been showing some signs of recovery (0.9% in the first quarter, giving/for/meaning an annual rate of 3.6%), the number of redundancies has continued to increase at the rate of 44,000 a month, compared to 40,000 in 1991. 
The specialists expect about 150,000 more to be out of work this year, following on 300,000 last year. / the experts estimate unemployment will rise with 150.000 jobless this year, …
Is there any hope for improvement in 1993?

Specialists reckon that it will be difficult to hold the number of extra job losses below the 100,000 mark, even if the government steps up / increases its temporary employment schemes and training programs, keeping a further 30,000 to 40,000 people off the dole / thus avoiding an additional 30 to 40 000 unemployed.
Clearly, not all sectors of the economy find themselves in the same predicament 
Some branches are still taking on relatively large numbers of new workers. 
This is not surprising, since industry is recruiting much less than the service sector, although some areas, like the food industry, continue to expand / are still very dynamic.

But overall, the number of new jobs is declining and the French national employment agency, which records about 20% of job offers, has fewer than 70,000 on its books. There were 2,911,000 registered job-seekers at the end of July, which means one job offer for every forty-one people / per 41 people out of work. 

